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American Presbyterians pose at the base of the monument to the Reformation in Geneva, 








Letters to the Editors 





Race Prejudice Here Hinders Missions Abroad 





‘‘Il Hear That in the U. 8... .”’ 
To the Editors: 


This morning I was forcefully reminded 
of how the effects of racial prejudice in 
the United States reach far beyond the 
bounds of the country. 


In speaking of Ebed-Melech, the Ethio- 
pian, the teacher of the women’s Sunday 
school class I was attending here in 
Mexico City quoted Romans 2:11: “For 
there is no respect of persons with God.” 
A very humble woman spoke up: 

“Well, if this is true, how is it that in 
the Christian country of the United States 
there is racial discrimination? Why I 
was told that there were even restau- 
rants, hotels, and theaters that had signs 
outside saying, ‘Negroes and Mexicans not 
allowed.’ It just made my blood boil when 
I heard it.” 


Where this woman had heard this I 
do not know, though it could have been 
from a contract worker. Thousands of 
Mexcans go to the States to do seasonal 
work under government contract. I won- 
der how many of these return with a deep 
resentment, not only from discrimination, 
but also from aloofness and “better than 
thou” attitudes even where actual exclu- 
sion is not practiced. The government has 
become so offended that it does not allow 
its workers to go to certain areas where 
this attitude against her people is espec- 
ially marked. 


American owners of Amercan patronized 


restaurants here in Mexico City have had 
to pay fines for encluding Mexicans from 


restaurants in their own country—a terri- 
ble affront to any Mexcan. 

The “I-own-it-all, better-than-thou-you- 
poor-dirty-lazy-dog” attitude of some loud 
and rich American tourists is a disgrace. 

In dealing with people who have built 
up an anti-American feeling we as Ameri- 
can missionaries have to overcome this 
before starting on the real problems in 
the lives of these people. 

If you are supporting missions are yow 
at the same time making the taking of 
the gospel to those that desperately need 
it harder by the reputation you may be 
helping to maintain or build up for the 
American missionary that is your repre- 
sentative? 

Monday’s P. S.: Today our garage man 
said, “It’s really something the way the 
Americans call us greasers, isn’t it? Well, 
I guess we used to be dirty, but we aren’t 
so dirty now!” 

KATHERINE MYERS (Mrs. C. M.) 
BASSETT. 
Mexico, D. F. Mexico. 


Prayer 
To the Editors: 

Many of us who have been brought up 
in the South have not had much first-hand 
contact with the Roman Catholic Church. 
An earnest Roman Catholic gave me this 


tract the other day. It has on it the offi- 
cial stamp of approval of the Bishop of 
Albany. 


PRAYER TO (MARY) OUR MOTHER OF 
PERPETUAL HELP 


O Mother of Perpetual Help Thou art 
the dispenser of all the gifts which God 
grants to us miserable sinners, and for 
this reason he has made thee so powerful, 
so rich, and so bountiful, in order that 
thou mayest help us in our misery. 

Thou art the advocate of the most 
wretched and abandoned sinners who have 
recourse to thee, come to my aid. I com- 
mend myself to thee. 

In thy hands I place my eternal salva- 
tion and to thee do I entrust my soul. 
Count me among thy most devoted serv- 
ants, take me under thy protection, it is 
enough for me. 

For, if thou protect me, dear Mother, I 
fear nothing; 

—not from my sins, because thou wilt 
obtain for me the pardon of them; 

—nor from the devils, because thou art 
more powerful than all hell together; 

—nor even from Jesus, my Judge him- 
self, because by one prayer from thee he 
will be appeased. 

But one thing I fear, that in the hour 
of temptation I may neglect to call on 
thee and thus perish miserably. Obtain 
for me, then, the pardon of my sins, love 
for Jesus, final perseverance, and the 
grace to have recourse to Thee, O Mother 
of Perpetual Help. Amen, 

This is a@ small sample of what the 
Roman Catholic Church encourages, but 
it is a fair one. 

K. J. FOREMAN, JR. 

New Haven, Conn. 





PREVUE 


WHO ARE THE SUCCESSFUL? By Ralph Waldo Lloyd. 


1948 Going-to-College Hand book---Now off the Press 


ANTICIPATION 


To the Editors: 








SHORT FEATURES (In a Paragraph)— 


How to Succeed in Collegc The Wise Use of Time 
How to Take Notes Am I Fit for College? 


PROS AND CONS ON FRATERNITIES AND SORORITIES. 

PROFESSORS OR STUDENTS?—Whose Influence Is Greater? 

AMBITION: BEAUTICIAN. By Kenneth J. Foreman. 

THE CITIZEN AS PUBLIC SERVANT. By David E. Lilien- 
thal. 

DEVOTIONAL HELPS FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS AT 
COLLEGE. By Hunter B. Blakely, Mary-Starke Higgn- 
botham, C. Ellis Nelson, Carl R. Pritchett, Margaret 
Barnes, Bettie Currie. 

CHRISTIAN STUDENTS AND THE PRESENT MOOD. By 
Wallace M. Alston. 

50 YEARS AGO—AND NOW. By F. W. Boatwright. 

CAN YOUTH MEET THE CHALLENGE? By Russell C. 


Stroup. 
A KOREAN STUDENT LOOKS AT AMERICAN CAMPUS 
LIFE. 
Plus: Helpful and Interesting Information about the 


Church's Colleges. 


THIS BOOK IS IDEAL FOR: 


High school Present col- Those’ enter- 
juniors and 2 lege students. 3 ing for the 
» 


© seniors. ® first Time. 


ORDER TODAY by Air Mail or Wire. PRICE: 1-9 
copies, 25c each; 10 or more, 15c each. You may send 
cash with order or request a bill. 

OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS, 


408 E. Franklin St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me 12 copies of the Going-to-College Hand- 
book. The past editions have been excellent and I’m count- 
ing on this one to help open the way for my young people’s 
new adventures with Christ during college years. . . . 

MARTHA STRIBLING, 
DRE and Student Worker. 
Greenville, N. C. 


To the Editors: 

We wish to order 40 copies. We think this is a 
wonderful idea and plan to have a party for our young 
people. 

MRS. WM. S. COLEMAN. 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 


To the Editors: 

Please send as soon as possible 20 copies of the Going- 
to-College Handbook. We plan to use these at a banquet 
given in honor of college students. This handbook 
certainly has proved its worth and we are anxious to use 
it again this year. 

NICKIE FARRIS, DRE. 
Quney, Fla. 


RESPONSE! 
A FEW OF MANY ORDERS: 


75—Wilmington, N. C. 
30—San Benito, Texas 
25—Atlanta, Ga. 
50—Dallas, Texas 
25—Junction, Texas 
50—Harrodsburg, Ky. 
75—Tampa, Fla. 
25—Abbeville, Miss. 
25—Polkville, N. C. 


30—Albany, Ga. 
25—Hampton, Va. 
26—Mt. Hope, W. Va. 
40—Tallahassee, Fla. 
50—Roanoke, Va. 
40—St. Louis, Mo. 
25—Florence, Ala. 
40—Graham, N. C. 
75—Asheville, N. C. 
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Reformed Alliance Urges Support of World Council 


Also Commends Restoration of 
Unity Between Members of 
Presbyterian Family 


Geneva. (RNS)—Support of the 
World Council of Churches and a rec- 
ommendation that non-members give 
“prayerful consideration to joining,”’ 
were contained in a resolution adopted 
here by the international conference of 
the World Alliance of Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches. 

Another resolution, approved by dele- 
gates from 25 countries, deplored the 
“broken unity” of the church and urged 
the restoration of unity, particularly be- 
tween members of the Reformed family. 


Delegates also voted to expand the 
Alliance secretariat and to open an 
office in Geneva. They created the 
position of an executive secretary who 
will reside here and coordinate the 
Alliance's work. 


These steps were described as essen- 
tial “in view of the tragic possibilities 
of the current world situation, the urg- 
ent necessity to mobilize the resources 
of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
for the assistance of continental 
churches and as a witness of the Chris- 
tian faith in Europe, and to make an 
immediate call to the Alliance to play 
a worthy part in the activities of the 
Werld Council of Churches.” 


Scot Is President 


E. J. Hagan, pastor of the Warrender 
Park church in Edinburgh and former 
moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
was elected president of the Alliance. 
He succeeds George H. Donald of Mon- 
treal, 

Other new officers include: Edgar 
Romig of New York, vice-president for 
the Western Section; Josef L. Hromadka 
of Prague, vice-president for the East- 
ern Section; William Barrow Pugh of 
Philadelphia, American secretary; Ken- 
neth MacKelvie of Edinburgh, general 
treasurer; R. C. Ligget of Valley Forge, 
Pa., American treasurer; and M. Beatrice 
Lavery of Belfast, secretary of the 
women’s branch. 

Both Capitalism and Communism are 
potential threats to human freedom, 
John Newton Thomas, of Union Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Va., declared in one 
session. 

Speaking on ‘“‘Freedom and Justice in 
the Light of the Bible,’’ Dr. Thomas de- 





THOMAS: Both Communism and Capi- 
talism are under judgment. 


clared that “in the final analysis, the 
threat to freedom and justice is the 
same in Capitalism as in Collectivism.”’ 

“In either case,’’ he said, ‘‘masses of 
individuals face the loss of freedom. 
Where a totalitarian government con- 
trols both economic and political power, 
the concentration is even more danger- 
ous.”’ 

Dr. Thomas characterized American 
individualism as ‘“‘an extreme emphasis 
on freedom without due regard to jus- 
tice,” whereas Communism, he said, is 
‘“‘extreme emphasis on order in the name 
of justice and at the expense of free- 
dom.” 

“Both systems,’’ he asserted, ‘‘stand 
under judgment and need the guidance 
of the Bible, where God is revealed as 
willing both freedom and justice as in- 
evitable conditions of fellowship in 
love.”’ 

Unusual interest was aroused by 
Josef L. Hromadka, dean of the Jan 
Hus Faculty at the University of Prague, 
and a member of the Central Action 
Committee in Czechoslovakia, who de- 
clared that the essential problem for the 
church is ‘‘not whether we are free, but 
whether we have anything constructive 
to say.” 


“You in the West,” Dr. Hromadka 
said, ‘‘can’t understand our situation 
unless you understand this. Some 
seekers of freedom are contaminated 
by self-interest and prejudice, and are 
using the church as a Maginot Line.” 


Loss of Freedom Is Pointed to 
Collectivisim and Capitalism 
In Geneva Discussion 


Asserting that the church ‘‘must iden- 
tify itself with ailing humanity,” the 
Czech churchman suggested that perhaps 
the “chaos and anarchy” of Capitalism 
is more serious than the totalitarian 
problem. 

He said he had discovered in dealing 
with Communists, even anti-Christians, 
that ‘‘they respect the real, Biblical the- 
ologian, and if you speak as such you 
have tremendous power.” 

Advising the West to “‘let us select the 
weapons and the ways we struggle 
for freedom and righteousness,’’ Dr. 
Hromadka said the present situation in 
Czechoslovakia ‘‘does not disturb me, 
sinee, socially and politically, I am 
rather leftish.” 


Greater Unity Urged 


Insistence on its doctrine of the sov- 
ereignty of God will enable Presbyterian- 
ism to make its ‘‘noblest contribution” 
to the ecumenical (world church coop- 
eration) movement, J. Hutchison Cock- 
burn, director of the World Council of 
Churches’ reconstruction department 
told the delegates. 

His theme was: ‘‘Presbyterianism and 
the Present Ecumenical Situation.” 


“The doctrine of the sovereignty of 
God,” Dr. Cockburn said, ‘is the only 
doctrine able to stand against any 
government, society, class, or dictator, 
which claims to dominate and subdue 
man.” 


He asserted that other ways in which 
Presbyterianism can help the ecumenical 
movement are through its conception of 
church government, its system of com- 
munion open to the faithful of all 
churches, its liturgical freedom, and the 
place it gives to laymen. 

Discussing the purposes of the World 
Council of Churches, Dr. Cockburn 
stressed that the Council was not organ- 
ized to unite churches, “which them- 
selves must take steps toward union.” 

“The World Council hopes however,”’ 
he said, ‘‘that the churches, by pooling 
thoughts, experiences and traditions and 
learning to know each other will be 
steadily aware of the claims of Christian 
unity and church union.” 

Another speaker who discussed the 
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ecumenical movement was President 
John A. Mackay, of Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary, who declared that the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
“occupy a strategic mediating position 
in the movement between episcopal 
churches and churches having a congre- 
gational structure.” 

“It is of impervious necessity,’’ Dr. 
Mackay said, “that the Presbyterian 
Churches of the world, in their own in- 
terests and those of the church universal 
should achieve closer solidarity in ec- 
clesiastical relations. This they should 
do, not in a sectarian spirit, but by mak- 
ing a distinctive contribution to the 
ecumenical church.” 

Dr. Mackay recommended a fivefold 
program which, he said, should be 
pushed by the World Alliance. He called 
for understanding among all members 
of the Reformed Church family; a re- 
discovery of the Reformed heritage; 
prophetic leadership ‘‘for a confused 
generation”; guidance to constituent 
churches on difficult denominational 
questions; and mutual help between the 
churches. 

Attending the conference were 160 
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voting delegates from 25 countries, 
representing a fellowship of 40,000,000 
Christians. 


Asks for Doctrine in Current Langauge 

Dr. Donald, retiring president of the 
Alliance, declared that “many attending 
church do so for sentimental reasons 
and are seldom affected so as to correct 
their daily lives.” 


“The blame for these conditions,” 
Dr. Donald added, “‘is the presentation 
of church doctrines in archaic termi- 
nology, repelling further inquiry. The 
gospel should be presented in such a 
way as to appeal to inquiring minds.” 


A strong plea for a restatement of the 
Christian faith in terms of modern life 
was made by George W. Richards, presi- 
dent-emeritus of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Lancaster, Pa. 

“The churches of the Alliance,” Dr. 
Richards said, “have an opportunity to 
let new light break from the fontal 
source of truth in Christ. When mere 
confession takes the place of a confess- 
ing church, faith declines and the fellow- 





Another Step Towards Absolute 


Separation 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





ECENTLY the Supreme Court de- 
clared an Illinois law, which al- 
lowed religious instruction on re- 

leased-time within school buildings, to 
be unconstitutional. The court did not 
say that the use of public school build- 
ings rendered the Illinois arrangement 
unconstitutional. But that was the in- 
ference generally drawn. 

The states which allow religious in- 
struction on released-time, but not in 
school buildings, continued in their 
policy on the assumption that the court 
decision did not apply to them. 

Now a suit has been filed in New York 
state which challenges this type of re- 
ligious instruction. It is much too early 
to speculate on what the decision of the 
court may be. It would not be surpris- 
ing, however, if the new decision fol- 
lowed the general logic of the Illinois 
ruling. 

In that case the court declared for 
an absolute wall of separation between 
Church and State. The question may be 
raised as to how absolute a wall must 
be, to be absolute. A really absolute 
wall must not have any chinks or knot- 
holes in it. A new decision might well 
put putty into the remaining knot-holes. 

If we continue to follow this general 
trend and logic, the institution of the 
chaplaincy in the army will be chal- 
lenged next. It is obviously a much 
greater violation of the idea of absolute 
separation than any released-time pro- 


gram in the public schools. 

There is no possibility of having an 
adequate religious ministry for men in 
the armed services except through an 
Official chaplaincy. Though there are 
obvious weaknesses in such an official in- 
stitution of religion there are no feasible 
alternatives. The liquidation of the 
chaplaincy would mean the reduction of 
the ministry to the armed services to 
minimal porportions. 

The illustration of the chaplaincy 
shows the inevitable consequence of the 
logic of absolute separation. The con- 
sequence is the secularization of our cul- 
ture, 

This consequence follows because the 
State is becoming a more and more 
powerful instrument of the community. 
Some things can only be done through 
it. If the original idea of our constitu- 
tional fathers—that the State should 
give preference and special advantages 
to no religion—is changed to mean that 
the State should give no support to re- 
ligion whatever, it follows that some 
forms of religious service to the com- 
munity are obliterated. 

There are secularists who sincerely 
desire separation of Church and State 
for precisely this reason. It is curious, 
however, that there are many Prot- 
estants who make common cause with 
secularists in order to achieve this end. 
It can hardly be the end which they de- 
sire.—(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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ship of believers enters into a period of 
moribund orthodoxy or decadent liberal- 
ism.” 

Another speaker on the same theme 
was Pastor Pierre Maury, of Paris, who 
said that “even if our fathers, who 
weren’t infallible and didn’t believe 
themselves to be so, had left us creeds 
without errors or omissions, we would 
be obliged to discover and say again 
what they in their time discovered and 
said.” 

“In this way,’ Pastor Maury con- 
tinued, ‘‘we shall never be churches 
which glorify themselves, exalting their 
own origins, but we shall always be 
called to new acts of confession. Be- 
cause we have been reformed churches 
we shall hope to be again reformed. 

“We have come to view our church 
government, based upon the synodal, 
presbyterian system, as sacrosanct, and 
we are surprised when the great Re- 
formed theologian of our time, Karl 
Barth, questions the final legitimacy of 
our institutions, and makes unhesitating 
congregationalist claims. 


“Orystallized and Petrified” 


‘Similarly we have come to refuse any 
questioning of the way of administer- 
ing the sacraments instituted by Christ. 
And here again, Barth puts before us 
the problem of infant baptism, surpris- 
ing us and upsetting our self-assurance.” 

“Is it not in all this,’’ Pastor Maury 
asked, “‘that our traditional churches 
have become crystallized and petrified 
in human manifestations of their tradi- 
tion? Is it illegitimate to inquire if we 
have not on this point, as on others, to 
learn again what it means to be really 
Reformed?” 

@EDITORS’ NOTE—As the foregoing 
account of the Geneva meeting was on 
the press, a communication from Dr. 
Thomas, our correspondent, brought us 
the cover picture for this issue and his 
own comments on the Presbyterian 
meeting which will be carried over until 
next week. 





COVER PICTURE 


The interesting cover picture shows a 
part of the delegation of Presbyterians, 
US, at the meeting of the World Alliance 
in Geneva which closed August 17, 
Front row: J. McDowell Richards and 
John Newton Thomas. Standing (left 
to right), P. D. Miller, Ansley C. Moore 
and Mrs. Moore, Mrs. George Vick and 
Dr. Vick, B. Frank Hall, and Ralph 
Waldo Lloyd. The Moores are now in 
the United Presbyterian Church and Dr. 
Lloyd is a USA Presbyterian, Other US 
Presbyterians at the meeting included: 
Wm. V. Gardner, James I. MoCord, J. R. 
Cunningham. Also John W. Melton, 
Wm. C. Robinson and E. V. Ramage 
were visitors, The great Reformers to 
whom the monument is dedicated are 
(left to right): Farel, Calvin, Beza, 
John Knox, 








Pl. i ~ an -n - e - 


—_— 


ae at == of oS oe we ™™ ms = - @® we 2 © 8S FO a, 42 ®& 


bi i i ee ee ee oe eo 


1948 


‘lod of 
iberal- 


theme 
8, who 
» who 
believe 
creeds 
would 
again 
od and 


y con- 
urches 
y their 
1ys be 
Be- 
urches 
L 
church 
modal, 
+t, and 
at Re- 
, Karl 
acy of 
itating 


ise any 
nister- 
Christ. 
ore us 
urpris- 
rance.” 
Maury 
urches 
petrified 
’ tradi- 
e if we 
ers, to 
really 


egoing 
was on 
ym Dr. 
ight us 
ind his 
yterian 
r until 





hows & 
erians, 
liance 
me -47, 
ds and 
g (left 
Moore 
ck and 

Ralph 
now in 
and Dr. 
her US 
cluded: 
a, 3. R. 
Melton, 
tamage 
ners to 
ted are 

Beza, 





AUGUST 30, 1948 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


@ Improvement of economic arrangements is 


described as obligation of all Christians 


Labor Sunday Message for 1948 


thought and action. 

On Labor Sunday Christians 
should give special emphasis to the prac- 
tical decisions that economic life daily 
forces men to make. Christian princi- 
ples are involved in these decisions. It 
is the responsibility of churches to help 
men to discover what these principles 
are and what they mean for men as 
producers and consumers, as investors 
and citizens. The church is under a 
divine imperative to call all men— 
put first its own members—to recognize 
God’s lordship over individual souls and 
the whole of life—the home, the farm, 
the factory, the marketplace, the bank- 
ing house, and every form of associated 


i HIS IS A CALL to Christian 


activity in the community, nation, and 


world. It is his will that his king- 
dom come on earth among men. 

All the resources of the earth are 
gifts of God to all nations and peo- 
ples. Under the laws of men they be- 
come property, but God remains the ab- 
solute owner of ‘the earth and the 
fullness thereof.”” This means that 
every form of human ownership or con- 
trol or use of property is a trust with 
responsibility to God and one’s fellow 
men. It must be kept under the most 
severe scrutiny in the light of the pur- 
pose of God’s creation. 


The Worker Is a Person 


According to the Christian faith each 
person is made in the image of God, and 
hence has dignity and worth whatever 
his work or status. Hence, the worker 
must never be treated as a commodity 
but always as a person, whose well- 
being depends in large part upon the 
rewards and conditions of his labor. 

No economic system fully serves the 
common good. No such system fully 
expresses the will of God. Improvement 
of economic arrangements is, therefore, 
the obligation of all Christians. It is 
their duty to see that economic ar- 
rangements serve human welfare and 
that the welfare of society is not sacri- 
ficed for the sake of the economic sys- 
tem. se 

Growth of large-scale enterprise and 
technological developments, with the 
consequent integration of control and 
large-scale financing, tend to produce a 
concentration of economic power. This 
has been accompanied by a growing feel- 
ing of economic insecurity. These 
changes have made it increasingly clear 
to men that they are helpless in coping 
individually with major economic forces 
around them. Joint action for mutual 
aid and protection has become an im- 
perative necessity to those who depend 
on their labor for a living.. 

Christians who share in the control 


of economic power, whether in manage- 
ment or as representatives of organized 
labor, have a special responsibility to 
direct economic forces toward service 
to the whole society. 


Conflict of Values 

In the present world situation there 
are real conflicts of emphasis among 
such positive values as freedom and or- 
der and justice. The neglect of any 
one will soon make an economic sys- 
tem intolerable because each of these 
is a necessary part of God’s purpose 
for economic life. All systems must be 


Among the national leaders in 
church and economic life who 
helped prepare this 24th annual 
Labor Sunday Message are Paul G. 
Hoffman, Walter P. Reuther, Boris 
Shishkin, Albert S. Goss, G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam, Arthur S. Fleming, and 
Charles P. Taft. These are mem- 
bers of the Federal Council of 
Churches’ Department of the 
Church and Economic Life which 
released the message which is read 
in many churches each year on the 
Sunday before Labor Day. 


tested by the extent to which they con- 
form to God’s will as revealed in Christ. 

What then are principles and objec- 
tives which should guide Christians in 
their judgment upon economic institu- 
tions and in the personal decisions 
which they make in their various oc- 
cupations? 

1. There should be a minimum stan- 
dard of living to which every person 
has access. Such a minimum should 


be sufficient for health, cultural growth, 
and protection against hardships beyond 
one’s control. It must be recognized 
that such a minimum standard will be 
conditioned by the relation of produc- 
tion to population. 

2. All persons share the moral right to 
equal opportunities to develop their ca- 
pacities. To make equal opportunities 
available to all children and youth is 
therefore a special responsibility of the 
Christian community. 

3. Every able-bodied man and woman 
has the moral right and duty to serve 
the community in the home, through 
work under conditions that assure fair 
compensation, and in voluntary com- 
munity service. 

4. Economic decisions are in large 
measure group decisions for which both 
political and economic forms of organi- 
zation are necessary. The Christian’s 


‘responsibility includes his taking a vig- 


orous part in those political and eco- 
nomic activities whch hold the greatest 
promise for the realization of Christian 
objectives. All persons have a moral 
right to such participation regardless 
of race, creed, color, or sex. 

5. The churches have been right in 
giving encouragement to the develop- 
ment of the labor movement, both as 
an instrument for the securing of 
greater economic justice and as a source 
of both dignity and morale for work- 
ers. Yet, in specific issues that may 
today separate labor and management, 
the church should not prejudge the 
rightness of either group. While mak- 
ing judgments in particular cases, it 
should concentrate on the encourage- 
ment of all those processes which are 
in harmony with its ministry of recon- 
ciliation. 

6. Every national policy must be 
judged by its consequences for the lives 
of people in all lands and by its effect 


Church Called Timid on Economics 
Industry-Labor Group Says it Must Be Partisan for Principles 


Ithaca, N. Y. (RNS)—Methods by 
which the church might help to foster a 
better understanding between manage- 
ment and labor were discussed at a 
three-day Churchmen’s Seminar on In- 
dustrial and Labor Relations at Cornell 
University here. More than 30 church, 
labor, and management leaders attended. 

Cameron P. Hall, executive director 
of the Department of the Church and 
Economic Life of the Federal Council 
of Churches, asserted that the church 
has been “timid” about entering into 
discussions on economic life. 


“It’s easier to preach sermons ignor- 
ing controversial topics,” he said. He 
added that economic life is based upon 
three things—order, justice and freedom 
—and that the church must emphasize 
justice and freedom as much as it 
stresses order. 

“The church must not be neutral in 
labor-management controversies,” he de- 
clared, ‘It has not survived for cen- 
turies by being neutral. It must be 
partisan, not to labor or management, 
but to the principles and justice involved 
in such disputes. It must insist on jus- 
tice.” 
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NEW LIFE FOR TOYS—At the Be- 
mean Center in New Orleans (right) 
abused or forgotten toys bring joy 
to many children through a lending 
arrangement. 





upon the economic basis for a peaceful 
world. There should be tolerance to- 
ward the economic experiments and in- 
stitutions of other peoples, though these 
must be judged by the same moral prin- 
ciples as our own. 


Call to Self-Examination 


Labor Sunday presents a clear call to 
every Christian to consider earnestly 
the possibility and the means of attain- 
ing a more Christian economic life than 
now exists. It summons him to re- 
examine his own relationships as em- 
ployer or employee %s buyer or seller. 
It requires each Christian to revaluate 
his position on the grave economic is- 
sues that have emerged upon the field of 
political action. Labor Sunday calls 
him to ask of himself and to give an- 
swer—after rigid self-analysis—con- 
cerning his economic activities: Am I 
right or wrong? Am I selfish or gener- 
ous? Am I loving my neighbor as my- 
self, or am I taking an unfair advan- 
tage over him? How truly Christian 
am I in my part of the economic life 
of this nation and of the world? 


Joppa 


O Simon Peter loved the sea, 

The inland cradled Galilee; 

Then Simon came to Joppa town, 

Where breakers ground a vaster sound 
Of lands away, 
Low lands away, 

Barbaric lands made holy ground. 


When Simon dreamed, a goodly sail 
That rode the sky, took up the tale 
And mused of men beyond the reach 
Of narrow laws that men will teach, 
Washed clean by Christ, 
New clean in Christ, 
Seen clean from that prophetic beach. 


O go and pray on Joppa’s sand 
Where Simon saw his Lord’s true land; 
For ocean’s span is not so wide, 
As is the band for whom Christ died, 
First guessed by man, 
By Christian man, 
On tanner’s roof beside the tide. 
JOHN M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
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A Toy-Lending Project 
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By L. W. BOTTOMS 


O A WOMAN who had thought- 
lessly thrown away her life and 
thereby had added to her account 

many neglected oportunities, Christ said, 
“If thou knewest.’’ 

If she had known the value of her 
thrown away life and the lives it could 
have reclaimed, she would have acted 
differently. Christ taught her how to 
reclaim her life. From a love given 
she learned a love returned and a love 
extended, she went to town reclaiming 
other lives. 

When we think of the toys which 
many people thoughtlessly throw away 
because they are broken or because chil- 
dren have outgrown them, again the 
words of Christ come to us saying, “If 
thou knewest.”’ 


The Berean Presbyterian Church of 
New Orleans has had the joy of seeing 
and knowing what reclaimed toys could 
do for little Negro children. Toys 
which were reclaimed were placed in 
their center to be loaned out, library 
fashion, to the children of the commun- 
ity. A boy or girl could borrow a 
toy for a period and take it home to 
call it his very own. 

Can you imagine the empty heart of 
a little girl who has never had a big 
doll to play with? Can you imagine 
how that heart fills up with joy when 
that little girl can borrow a doll, carry 
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it home and call it her very own? If 
you knew what would you do with the 
toys in your home? 

Can you imagine the thrill that 
comes in the heart of a boy who has 
never had a bicycle when he is able 
to borrow one from a toy lending pro- 
ject and call it his very own for a 
period of time? My good friend Miss 
Parrot tells this story: The boy who 
had his first bicycle, riding around the 
house the first time, said, ““Look, Mom, 
no hands!” Coming around the second 
time, he cried, ‘‘Look Mom, no feet!” 
On the third round he said, ‘‘Look Mom, 
no teeth!” 


What did the boy care, he had the 
thrill of owning a bicycle. A boy can 
borrow a bicycle from the toy lending 
project. He may get roughed up a bit 
but this is discounted in the thrill of 
having the use of a bicycle. The pro- 
ject keeps him from getting his soul 
roughed up in the lonely frustrations of 
life. 


If our church could know how re- 
claimed toys could be used to reclaim 
the lives of Negro children, it would 
make an effort in every community to 
give through toys the love that would 
cause, a love returned and a love ex- 
tended by the spirit of God in a toy lend- 
ing project. 

2 . os 

This article by the regional di- 
rector of religious education for Sne- 
decor Memorial] Synod and also pastor 
of the Grace church, Louisville, Ky., is 
fourth and last in a series of brief ar- 
ticles on significant efforts which 
churches are making in constructive 
programs for children. These have ap- 
peared here as they were given at the 
last General Assembly. Others in the 
series appeared July 19, August 16 and 
23. 
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Take a Look at the Church Courts 


THE SESSION MUST LEAD 


T SEEMS to me that we have over- 
looked one of the greatest oppor- 
tunities for evangelism in our 

church. It is my conviction, based on 
long experience, that the Session meet- 
ing can be a very useful instrument for 
inspiring the whole church. 

We must never forget that those who 
attend the Session meeting are the 
spiritual leaders of the church. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that the 
spiritual level of the local church will 
depend on the spiritual level of the 
elders and the moderator. 

I regret to say that the average Ses- 
sion meeting is dull and uninspiring. 
We have fallen into a routine which 
fails to include the bigger problems of 
the church. So many times we elders 
go to a Session meeting only to be con- 
fronted wth a dull reading of minutes, 
a motion that somebody’s letter be 
transferred to some other church, a mo- 
tion that the trustees be requested to 
improve the heating plant, etc., and we 
go hom? quite uninspired. 

Mearwhile, the tremendous issues 
confrcuting the church have not even 
been discussed. No mention kas been 
made, for example, of the tremendous 
work whice cur church is doing to bring 
Christ to the colleges. There has been 
no mention of the opportunity for build- 
ing 500 new Presbyterian churches in 
the United States. There has been no 
mention of inspiring opportunities 
across the sea. There has not even been 
mention of extremely important local 
issues such as gambling and prostitu- 
tion. 


It is my earnest hope that we may 
have something like a revolutionary 
change in our Session meetings. Let 
us assign a particular topic such as our 
program of Christian education to one 
elder for discussion, to another elder 
the subject of our work in India, to 
another elder the thrilling subject of 
Alaska and Puerto Rico, and so on. This 
process can be continued until the whole 
work of our church is covered. The in- 
spiration resulting from this type of 
meeting will carry through to the peo- 
ple in the pews, and we shall find the 
New Life Movement getting a real start 
in our churches. 


I am convinced that the greatest 
weakness in our church today is the 
ignorance of the average church 
member as to what our church is 
doing in America and across the 
world. Our ministers and elders 
should solemnly resolve that this ig- 
norance shall be dispelled, and the 
best way to start dispelling it is for 
the elders to inform themselves as to 
what the church is doing. I am in- 
spired when I think of 55,000 elders 
taking the work of our church seri- 
ously. 


This is going to be a great year, a 
year of new life, of new enthusiasm, of 
deeper consecration to Christ. Let us 
begin with the Session, which is the 
fountain head of the spiritual life of the 
church .—Adapted from MONDAY 
MORNING. 


PRESBYTERY’S OPPORTUNITY 
REGARD the presbytery as our 
most important judicatory in a 
practical sense. Because of its more 

frequent meetings it is even more im- 

portant than General Assembly. The 

tone of the whole church is pretty much 
determined by the tone of the presby- 
tery meeting. 

It has distressed me beyond words to 
see presbytery meetings conducted in 
dull routine fashion with apparently no 
regard to the fact that millions of peo- 
ple are suffering and dying. I attended 


* * 


Author of both articles on this page 
is Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Moderator, last 
year, of the Presbyterian, USA, Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


* * 


one presbytery meeting where a cou- 
ple of hours were spent in vain debate 
on the question of whether a very suc- 
cessful minister had been properly in- 
stalled 16 years before. 

A cold blanket is usually thrown on 
the presbytery meeting at the very 
opening by a reading of the minutes of 
the last meeting. These are often dull 
and uninteresting. The minutes should 
be mimeographed and distributed and 
should not be read at the meeting. 

Instead of dealing with small ques- 
tions of church polity the presbytery 
meetings should grapple very seriously 
with civic questions of the community, 
with problems of church extension, with 
pronouncements of General Assembly 





LAROE: Points to a Presbyterian 
sin—dull meetings in days of great 
need. 


and their application to the local area, 
etc. Presbytery should keep in touch 
with the religious, moral, and social im- 
plications of what is happening on the 
international stage. 


I know of no worse Presbyterian sin 
than to have a dull presbytery meet- 
ing in these days of tremendous human 
need. How can we meet better the 
great need of millions of suffering peo- 
ple? How can we expand the cause of 
Christ? How can we make our churches 
more effective in the community? How 
can we strengthen weak churches? 

A presbytery meeting should not 
only be a great spiritual experience, but 
it should be an opportunity for carry- 
ing forward the work of Christ in a 
very practical way. Every presbytery 
meeting should represent a grappling 
with vital problems affecting the chureh, 
the community and the world. 


We are engaged in mighty serious 
business and the presbytery meetings 
should reflect not only the greatness of 
our task but our determination to han- 
dle a tremendously big problem in a 
big way and also our innate determina- 
tion to dedicate ourselves more com- 
pletely to the greatest cause known to 
man. 





Synod Meetings, Sept.- Oct., 1948 


Synod 


Place of Meeting Moderator Time 
WH 0 een aeons Mary Baldwin College... N. B. Etheridge*. . Sept. 7, 2:00 
North Carolina. ...Montreat.............. Jos. E. Johnston* . .Sept. 7, 2:30 
WN hoa eee ID 6 6 ca sae ew een R. A. Farnsworth* .Sept. 7, 7:30 
Mississippi........ Belhaven College....... Hugh L. Wright*.. Sept. 7, 8:00 
West Virginia..... Second Ch., Huntington. .Harmon B. Ramsey.Sept. 13, 1:00 
Moentucky......... Centre College......... John K. Johnson: . Sept. 14, 2:00 
MRS ¢ oo Skew ee Agnes Scott College. ....Jack G. Hand..... Sept. 14, 7:30 
Oklahoma........ . Beal Heights, Lawton... F. H. Daniel...... Sept. 21, 3:30 
re ae Trinity Ch., Montgomery.Wm. C. Robinson. .Sept. 21, 7:30 
Appalachia........ First Ch., Knoxville....T. A. Freeman..... Sept. 21, 7:30 


Snedecor Memorial. Brown Meml., Tuscaloosa W. L. Dansby*.... Sept. 21, 7:30 


South Carolina... . First, Columbia........ J. W. Jackson..... Sept. 21, 11:00 
Louisiana......... First, Monroe.......... W. L. McLeod... ..Sept. 28, 7:30 
Tennessee......... First, Covington........ So Ty, PREF. oe od Oct. 5, 7:30 
PUN. 66 ce ienes ee M. A. DuRant..... Oct. 12, 7:30 
|. First, St. Joseph....... +H. H. Watson...... Oct. 12, 8:00 
APikamGas........00 -Pulaski Hts., Little Rock Alexander Henry. . .Oct. 19, 2:00 


Removed. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Labor Sunday Message Is 
Personal 


This year’s Labor Sunday Message 
(page 5) never gets far from the individ- 
ual. It deals with larger movements of 
our society but it keeps coming back 
again and again to the individual’s re- 
lationship to the central problems, re- 
minding us that we are all concerned 
about this question whether we ever 
thought of joining a labor union or not. 
Whether we have little, much, or no 
responsibility for the management of 
any enterprise where men labor, this 
message never lets us forget that we are 
producers and consumers, investors and 
citizens and therefore we are concerned. 

The six principles and objectives bear 
down upon current issues and the rela- 
tionship of the church and Christian peo- 
ple to them. It is wisely cautioned that 
the church must not prejudge either 
management or labor as to the right- 
ness of their claims in specific circum- 
stances but that it must, at the same 
time, be willing to make its judgment 
clear in particular cases. But more than 
this, the church must concentrate on en- 
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couraging processes which are in har- 
mony with its ministry of reconciliation. 

You will read with interest the state- 
ment that “the churches have been right 
in giving encouragement to the develop- 
ment of the labor movement.” In case 
this seems a bit liberal, turn again to the 
current platform of the Republican 
Party and see where it takes its stand, 
not for the right of men to belong to 
labor unions, but for their obligation to 
belong to them, The Message implies 
as much where it underlines the help- 
lessness of men “in coping individually 
with major economic forces around 
them. Joint action for mutual aid and 
protection has become an imperative 
necessity to those who depend on their 
labor for a living.” 

Look once more at the finger pointing 
to the individual, whether a man be of 
management, workers, or the public. It 
stresses that “every form of human 
ownership or control or use of property 
is a trust with responsibility to God and 
one’s fellow men.”’ It must be used for 
his purposes. Then look searchingly at 
the self-addressed questions: Where do 
I stand in relationship to all this? Am 
I...? AmI...2? How truly Chris- 
tianamI...? 

Though “‘Labor Sunday” is one of the 
low days in the church year, it is to be 
hoped that by some or many means this 
message will be used to confront all of 
us with our plain obligations and our 
next opportunities in this involved and 
difficult sphere. 


Realism in the Church Courts 


Recent graduates of the seminaries, 
going out to fields of promise, have a 
significant experience awaiting them 
during their first few months: they be- 
come members of a presbytery and of 
a synod, and they attend a meeting of 
each. For some men in some presby- 
teries or synods this is a disillusioning 
experience. The dull routine, the slavish 
adherence to hoary customs, the tedious 
moments of indecision over pecadillos, 
all conspire to crowd out the few in- 
spiring moments of the meeting. As a 
result, some men find themselves ex- 
tremely busy in their own parishes when 
the next meeting rolls around and, like 
their experienced elders, don’t seem to 
find the time to give to the meeting. 
This is bad, for ministers and elders have 
a primary responsibility to the church 
courts of which they are a part. They 
have no right to become poor presbyters 
either by staying away or by standing 
outside the church while others carry on 
the business for which they have as- 
sumed responsibility. 

In his comments on page 7 Mr. LaRoe 
offers constructive suggestions. There 
is no session, presbytery or synod that 
will not benefit by studying these mat- 
ters carefully. 

With synod meetings just ahead, what 
will claim the attention of the ministers 
and elders as they attend? Of course, 
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the various “causes” of the church will 
be scheduled, with the Program of Pro- 
gress getting the right-of-way. But out- 
side the routine, where will the church 
manifest its concern and in the midst 
of what pressing situations will it bear 
its witness? 

One synod of which we have heard is 
taking the report of the Religious Edu- 
cation Re-Study seriously. More than 
100 copies of our paper which reported 
this study (July 19) have been distrib- 
uted to key leaders in that synod and 
the portion of the time assigned to the 
Religious Education Committee will be 
used in an effort to face frankly these 
searching findings of the Re-Study. 

What “hot spots” of civic, political, 
economic or social life where the Chris- 
tian witness is needed will get the at- 
tention of presbyteries and synods this 
fall? What do you think should get 
their attention? 


Good Help Available 


One of the finest things that could 
happen to any or every Presbyterian 
elder would be for him to have an op- 
portunity to read a grand little booklet 
called “Going on With New Life: The 
Responsibility of the Church Officers for 
Evangelism.”” The ten chapters of its 
48 pages deal simply and concretely with 
this basic task. The book is prepared 
as a study guide “‘for the elected officers 
of the church,” and it is designed to in- 
spire them to a greater zeal and a more 
effective work. Although it is a Presby- 
terian, USA, booklet, it can be used, 
with only slight adaptation, by US elders 
as well. The listed price of 10 cents can- 
not possibly pay the cost. The Central 
Distributing Dept., at 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10, or 8 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago 3, will provide copies. 

Ministers will be interested in getting 
copies of the Presbyterian Plan Book 
which has the aforementioned booklet 
incorporated in it. This plan book will 
be found highly useful to any pastor, 
though the evangelism booklet is the 
heart of it. This book can be secured 
for 40 cents from the General Council 
of the Presbyterian Church, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10. 

These study guides are an annual fea- 
ture of the plan book. Last year’s by 
James DPD. Smart on “The Church Must 
Teach—or Die!” is of a high order. If 
still available, these cost 25 cents. Then, 
to mention one thing more, an order 
form from the department of evangelism 
at the address given above will reveal 
the array of pamphlet helps which this 
agency provides. 





O static maintenance of per- 
fection is possible. . Ad- 
vance or Decadence are the 

only choices offered to mankind. 
The pure conservative is fighting 
against the essence of the Uni- 
verse.—_ALF RED NORTH 
WHITEHEAD. 
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THE OCEAN SHOULD LOOK LARGER 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 








They said: Is not this Jesus the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How then can he say, I have 
come down from heaven?—John 6:42. 


LADY visiting Virginia Beach for 

the first time was disappointed. 

“TT thought the ocean would look 
larger than it does,” she complained. 

How large did she expect the ocean 
to look? Standing on the sands of Vir- 
ginia Beach, looking seaward, all you 
can see is the Atlantic, To right, to left, 
straight ahead, it extends in a semicircle 
to the horizon’s very rim. The ocean 
surely does its best to please. It extends 
as far as the eye can see. Nothing visi- 
ble could do more. 

Yet the lady was not satisfied. Pos- 
sibly she expected to see, in one glance, 
all she knew about it. For this is the 
terrible Atlantic, into which Roman 
men-of-war feared to sail. This is the 
sea braved by Leif Ericsson; this the 
ocean crossed by Columbus’ caravels. 
Amid her tumultuous waves were fought 
battles famed in history. Yonder under 
those heaving swells lie in dark silence 
the bones of many a brave mariner, Far- 
called, the navies melt away across those 
stormy sea-lanes. This is the ocean 
that blasted the Spanish Armada, this 
the ocean that swallowed the Titanic and 
the Lusitania. This is the sea that 
touches all shores; across her salty 
leagues go the invisible roads that lead 
to every port in the wide world. 

But standing at Virginia Beach you 
cannot see all that. No galleons rise 
into view. No trireme and no caravel, 
no swift racing liner nor smoking battle- 
wagon sails close past that shallow 
shore. Only a wet expanse, not more 
than a dozen miles in any direction, is 
all the low eye can see. It could not 
look smaller if it were Lake Erie. 


Y DEAR LADY, though you 
stood upon the highest beacon 
with spyglass in your hand, you 

could not see one hundred miles. Your 
two eyes will not carry you beyond the 
earth’s great curve. You will never see 
the ocean with your eyes, only with your 
mind. Spain, Africa, the isles of spice, 
the roaring Horn—look, they are there! 
But you have to look with all your mind. 
If you look only with what is in your 
eye-sockets, it is not only the ocean that 
will look small. Stars are but pinpoints, 
mountains but rocks, the human race no 
more than a street-full of insignificant 
strangers, Nothing looks great to the 
person without imagination. For all we 
can literally see is between here and the 
horizon, and the tallest man’s horizon 
is not out of sight. It is only when you 
can see what is out of sight that you 
perceive the true bigness of things. 


O IT IS always. So it is with Jesus 

~ of Nazareth. ‘He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father,” he said. 
Seeing him, you see God. Yet those who 
lack spiritual imagination are disap- 
pointed in him. ‘There is no form nor 
beauty that we should desire him.” We 
thought God would be more impressive 
than this, A carpenter? A poor man, 
a@ peasant’s child? A man of little edu- 
cation, whose hands are bent by hard 
work? A man who has never traveled, 
who knows none of the contemporary 
“great” ?—This does not look like God. 
We know his home town, we know his 
father and mother, they used to say in 
Galilee; he could not have come down 
from heaven. For Galilee was the end 
of their horizon, and none but plain men 
lived there. Somehow, they thought, 
one who came from heaven would have 
wings or a halo at the least. Surely a 
man from heaven would get his mail at 
a better address than Nazareth. Surely 
one who came from God would have a 
more suitable background. There ought 
to be more of magnificence, more of 
splendor, more of omnipotence. A king 
we could understand, angels we would 
welcome, a prophet we (or our children) 
will honor; but we know this man’s 
whole family, it numbers neither angels 
nor prophets nor kings. Is he truly God? 
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Let him show God’s infinite majesty and 
we will believe in him. 

No, God will not have it so. You can- 
not see his infinite majesty, all you can 
see is your horizon full. And the limit 
of the human horizon is human life it- 
self. Here, in one human life, is all of 
God there can ever be upon this earth. 
The eye sees the carpenter, the cabin in 
the village. But the seeing mind can 
teach the unseeing eye. Under that 
small roof, in those mended clothes, 
holding that worn hammer, speaking 
those plain roadside words, is the Living 
Word of God. We know his father and 
mother, the neighbors said. We beheld 
his glory, said the friend he loved. For 
John’s soul was tall, Where others 
could see no farther than the small 
earth’s curve, he could perceive the In- 
finite. 


“He whose soul is flat, the sky 
Will cave in on him by and by.” 


New Exchange Rate Said to 
Benefit Missions in Japan 

Tokyo. (RNS)—NMission reconstruc- 
tion work and foreign-supported church 
rehabilitation in Japan is expected to 
be greatly helped by the new official rate 
of 270 yen to the dollar, Kenneth Hen- 
dricks, Disciples of Christ missionary, 
declared here. Previously the rate was 
50 yen to the dollar, 

“The new rate,’ Hendricks said, 
‘‘means that each dollar will buy about 
five times as much material, barring 
further price rises.”’ 





A check today. 


Wade H. Boggs, Secretary 





Neglect Never Pays | 


No policy could be more short-sighted than that of neglecting the 
ministers, who have been called away from the sources of material 
gain, when they have been forced to retire, on account of age or 
disability, without provision for their declining years. The Gen- 
eral Assembly urges the increase of the Prior Service Fund, ‘‘so 
that our retired ministers, and those soon to be retired, may re- 


ceive more adequate provision.’’ 


Do not neglect this call! 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


410 Urban Building Louisville 2, Ky. 


A legacy in your will. 


Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
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FUTURE MISSIONARIES—Young people looking 
forward to possible service as foreign missionaries 
join in a schedule of study and fellowship under 
experienced leaders during the Foreign Missions 





SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. 
College Departments accredited through 
trolled by Southerrm Presbyterian Church. 

Long Session opens Geptember 36. Reservations now being received. Special 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. For literature and information, write 


THE REGISTRAR, SCHREINER INSTITUTE, Box P, Kerrville, Texas, 


High School and Junior 
Southern Association. Owned and con- 








WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


Three short-term teachers for Kinjo College in Japan: 
One man teacher 
Two lady teachers 
English language and literature, possibly history and related subjects 
in English. Master’s degree necessary. Work begins in April, 1949. 
For further details communicate at once with 


DR. RICHARD T. GILLESPIE, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 








Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 


Charles E. Diehl, President 











Positive Christian Character 
® High Standards of Education 
* An Honor System That Works 
are found at 


Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina. 
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Conference at Montreat. On the closing night of the 
annual school thirteen foreign missionaries, ap- 
pointed by the Nashville Committee, were commis- 
sioned in one of the inspiring services of the summer. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Fulton Says Giving to Missions 
Now Does Not Compare VW. ith 1928 


Montreat, N .C. (RNS).—Southern 
Presbyterians gave about half as much 
to foreign missions last year as they 
did 20 years ago, although the total gift 
was larger because of inflation at home 
and abroad, according to C. Darby Ful- 
ton, of Nashville, Tenn., executive sec- 
retary of foreign missions of the church. 

Speaking at the denomination’s an- 
nual foreign missions conference here, 
Dr. Fulton said that as a result of this 
situation it is impossible for the church 
to maintain as great a program of for- 
eign missions at it did 20 years ago. 

In 1926, he pointed out, the church 
supported 516 foreign missionaries, 
while today the total number is 365. 

Delegates were urged by Dr. Fulton 
to meet the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress goal of $4,000,000 over and 
above regular giving to foreign mis- 
sions, in order that necessary expansion 
of the work may proceed as planned. 
He said the funds are needed to re- 
habilitate schools, hospitals and other 
buildings in former war areas. 

Thirteen foreign missionaries, re- 
cently appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, were commissioned at 
the closing session of the conference. 





Stillman College Head 
Announces Myrtle Williamson 


President Sam Burney Hay of Still- 
man College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., has an- 
nounced the addition of Myrtle Wil- 
liamscn to the educational staff. Miss 
Williamson, who has been director of 
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(Appointed by the General Assembly) Seadsou 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 through SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
SPIRITUAL GOALS of the PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Every church is urged to plan for an every-member-visitation and church loyalty campaign aimed 
at reviving the interest of indifferent members and making a significant increase in church and 
Sunday School attendance. (Write the Committee on Evangelism for Church Loyalty Cowenant Cards.) 

The services of the Church provide the channel through which Christ inspires and enlarges our 
Christian life and service. 

Church attendance is the key to a church’s influence and power. Each member’s presence is his 


primary contribution. ‘ 
SIGNIFICANT DATES OF GREAT VALUE 
September 19th ¢ A sign of covenant loyalty. (Jer. 17:19-27) 
SABBATH OBSERVANCE DAY ........4 1 O70 2/,the Ten Commandments. 
Write penenten Committee of Publication, Richmond, for 
material. 


© The whole Church studying its faith. 
© Rekindling enthusiasm for the Sunday School. 
er pond ¢ Rally Day Goal: 100% attendance. 
Meer we ccc ccecccc cnc cccccccccce * Continuing Goal: 10% annual increase in Sunday 
School attendance, till attendance average is 80% 
of enrollment. 
¢ “The people had a mind to work.” (Neh. 4:6) 


September 26th - October 2nd * Study the work of the Sunday School. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WEEK ._.._.. ° Re-examine its effectiveness. 
* Consider its relation to the total work of the church. 
* Tie the family into the Sunday School. 


( © Precede this with a preparatory service. 
° “I believe'in the Holy Catholic Church.” 
October 3rd ° “All One Body We.” 


WORLD WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY ---4 © The World Council of Churches, the fruition of our 
evangelistic work throughout the earth. 
° Reactivate inactive members. 


(Secure leaflet, “Inactive Church Members,” from Committec 
on Evangelism.) 





© Read “On Our Own Doorstep,” by Mead. 
October 4th - November 7th ¢ Write Home Mission Committee for supplementary 
HOME MISSION STUDY SEASON ._... materials. 
* Organize classes and schools of missions. 
* Develop a better personal knowledge of our Home 


Missions. 
October 10th - 17th . 
¢ Church papers make informed homes. 
CHURCH PAPER WEEK _.._.__.._.__.-- ¢ Informed church members build the church. 
© Subscribe to a church paper. 
October 24th © The faith we believe and teach. 


REFORMATION DAY .___._......-.. ¢ Shall “Roman” Catholicism win America? 
* Maintain the values of the Reformation. 
© Keep alive the spirit of the great reformers. 


October 31st - November 7th 
WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR HOME MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
803 HENRY GRADY BUILDING 
ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 
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field work at the Assembly’s Training 
School, will have responsibility in the 
Negro school’s department of religious 
education. 


BELHAVEN 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 


STRESSING— 
Character 
Culture 
Sound Scholarship 





For Catalog—Write: 
G. T. GILLESPIE, President 
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In commenting on her acceptance, Dr. 
Hay said, “The whole cause of Christian 
education among Negroes will be 
strengthened by the influence of this 
fine Christian woman on the Stillman 
campus.” 


Tour of 23 Cities Planned 
In September by Stanley Jones 


E. Stanley Jones, returning from six 
months in India (he was in Delhi the 
day Gandhi was assassinated) has pro- 
jected a series of mass meetings in 23 
U. S. cities during September. At these 
meetings he will speak on the “Crusade 
for a United Church of America.” 

On September 9 his new book, ‘‘Ma- 
hatma Gandhi: An Interpretation” will 
be published by Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press. é 

Cities within Presbyterian, US, ter- 
ritory to be visited by Dr. Jones include: 








MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association 


Four Year College for Women 
Located in the “Land of the Sky,’’ Western North Carolina 
Montreat is one of the delightful and picturesque places in America 
Christian Atmosphere — High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses, $420.00. — Work Scholarships 
Attractive Buildings 
Two Year Secretarial Course 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President, 


Montreat, N. C. 











AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandeah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares fer all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. Scheol. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 


day. 
Por information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8. Reller, Jr. Prineipal. 





Presbyterian Junior College 
Fall Session Opens September 6, 1948 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore 
courses leading to A. A. or A. 8. 
Degree. 


Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Two-year Business Administration. 


Apartments for married veterans. 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. O. 

















1879 Chamberlain-Hunt Academy 


1948 


WE LOVE BOYS—WE BUILD MEN 
Owned and operated by the Synod of Mississippi 


A Christian Atmosphere. 
vidual attention and How to Study 
tion. We get 
160. Regular session opens September 6. 


Excellent Military and Academic 
stressed. 
wonderful results from our Work and Play Program. 


rograms. Indi- 
healthful loca- 
Capacity is 
For complete information, call or write: 


A most beautiful an 


J. 8. VANDIVER, President, Port Gibson, Mississippi 








7 
Montreat School for Girls 
A Presbyterian Institution 
Part of the Mountain Retreat Association 
A PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Accredited by Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools 
Montreat, located in the “Land of the Sky” 
Western North Carolina, is one of the 
delightful and picturesque places in America 
Christian Atmosphere — High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses, $420.60 — Work Scholarships 
Attractive Buildings 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 


Montreat, N. C. 
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Sept. 20, San Antonio; Sept. 21, Hong. 
ton; Sept. 22, Memphis; Sept. 24, Louis. 
ville; Sept. 26, St. Petersburg, Fila,; 
Sept. 27, Charleston, W. Va.; Sept. 28, 
Cincinnati. 


Opening Date at Queens 
Changed to September 20 


The opening date of Queens College, 
Charlotte, N. C., has been changed from 
September 14 to September 20 to allow 
for the completion of construction work 
being done on the campus. The new 
heating plant will be finished by that 
date; and the science building, which {gs 
being enlarged and completely re. 
modeled, will be ready for use. Addi- 
tional classrooms and several faculty 
offices are being built as the first section 
of what will later become the Student 
Union. This building is the first to be 
done under the program of advance be- 
gun by the college in 1944. 


Study Seeks More Cooperation 
By Pastors, DREs, Superintendents 

Richmond, Va. (RNS)—Officials at 
the the General Assembly’s Training 
School of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
here have been working on a “‘blueprint” 
for more effective teamwork among pas- 
tors, Sunday schol superintendents and 
directors of religious education. 

The plan is being drafted from data 
furnished by leaders in the field of re- 
ligious education affiliated with 15 
synods of the church and from informa- 
tion accumulated at a recent conference 
held at the school at which nine synods 
were represented. 

According to Dean Patrick H. Car- 
michael, the blueprint will attempt to 
define areas of major responsibility for 
ministers, superintendents and religious 
education directors. It will also be 
designed to help local churches main- 
tain a balanced program of religious 
education for all age groups, he in- 
dicated. 

Expected to be ready for issuance in 
October, the blueprint will be available 
to all denominations. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 














AU 


Bl 


ture 
ner; 
the 
one 
vot 


Me‘ 
mot 


g00 
an¢ 
yal 


pol 
ove 


inc 
Seg 
cra 
ma 
err 
tin 
fac 
sol 
to 

set 
C0! 
na 


1948 


, Hons. 


’ Fia,; 
pt. 28, 


sOllege, 
dd from 
D allow 
n work 
le new 
yy that 
hich fg 
ly re. 

Addi- 
faculty 
section 
student 
t to be 
nce be- 


yn 

ndents 
ials at 
raining 
ch, US, 
eprint” 
ng pas- 
its and 


m data 
of re- 
th 16 
forma- 
ference 
synods 
I. Car- 
mpt to 
ity for 
ligious 
Iso be 
main- 
ligious 
he in- 


ince in 
ailable 


ege 


1 and 


North 
+ and 


acter 
ridual 


y cli- 
ellent 


ty of 


it. 








AUGUST 30, 1948 


BIBLE STUDY 
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Aquila and Priscilla 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 5 


Acts 18:1-8, 18-26; Romans 16:3-5a; 


Aquila and Priscilla appear in Scrip- 
ture as an ideal Christian couple, part- 
ners in a joint enterprise, co-laborers in 
the best sense of the term, devoted to 
one another, devoted to the church, de- 
yoted to the truth, and devoted to their 
Lord. The noted historian, Dr. A. C. 
McGiffert, claims that they ‘‘furnish the 
most beautiful expression known to us 
in the Apostolic Age of the power for 
good that can be exerted by a husband 
and wife working in unison for the ad- 
yancement of the gospel.” 


I. Workers Together 


Aquila was one of a host of cosmo- 
politan Jews who were to be found all 
over the Roman empire. He was born 
in Pontus, a district in a Roman prov- 
ince on the southern coast of the Black 
Sea. He became an artisan, a skilled 
craftsman, a maker of tents, which re- 
mained an important occupation in west- 
ern Asia until comparatively recent 
times. We meet him first in Rome. The 
fact that he bore a Roman name leads 
some to infer that he had been brought 
to the capital as a slave and had been 
set free by his master, from whom, ac- 
cording to custom, he then took his 
name. 

He was forced to leave Rome when the 
Emperor Claudius issued an edict ex- 
pelling all Jews from the city. The 
Jewish colony in Rome had been formed 
originally by Pompey who brought a 
large group of Jewish prisoners to the 
capital. Others had been attracted by 
the opportunities for trade which the 
city afforded. The Emperor Tiberius 
had deported some four thousand Jews 
to Sardinia, “in the hope,” it was 
said “that malaria might kill them.” 
Claudius was at first inclined to favor 
the Jews, in return for the aid which 
Herod Agrippa (Acts 12) had given him 
in obtaining the throne, but after the 
revolts from Roman rule of Jewish 
zealots in Judea, he issued an edict 
ordering all Jews to leave the city. 

Aquila went to Corinth, a bustling 
port on the Aegean, and there took up 
his craft. Later we find him in Ephesus, 
in Asia Minor, then in Rome, and then 
back in Ephesus. The fact that he was 
able to earn his living wherever he went 
indicates “that he had all the adapt- 
ability and resilience of his race.” The 
fact that his home both in Ephesus and 
then in Rome became the meeting place 
for a church leads some to believe that 
he was a man of means. But it is diffi- 
cult to think that a tent maker, con- 


I Corinthians 16:19 II Timothy 4:19. 


stantly on the move, would be able to 
amass any considerable wealth. And 
the fact that his wife, Priscilla, labored 
by his side indicates that they earned 
only the modest living which was pos- 
sible for skilled workmen of that day 
who had to compete with slave labor for 
a market, 

Priscilla is one of the outstanding 
women of the early church. The two 
names Priscilla and Aquila are found in 
six different places in the Acts and 
Epistles, and neither name is mentioned 
without the other, Evidently they were 
an unusually devoted couple and the 
name of one always suggested the other. 
The fact that Priscilla’s name is men- 
tioned at all indicates that she was an 
unusual woman; the fact that in four of 
the six references it is mentioned first, 
which in ancient times was almost never 
done (like saying Mrs. Jones and her 
husband instead of the usual Mr. and 
Mrs. Jones) makes it clear that she was 
the stronger and more influential of the 
two. As Miss Tarbell says: ‘‘There are 
partnerships in which we, in our im- 
perfect phraseology, say that the wife 
is the better man of the two, more in- 
telligent and in every way more capable. 
That has at times been true of the 
wives of ministers as of business men. 
Whether the man in such a partnership 
is to be envied, all depends on the 
woman.” In this case there can be no 
doubt that it was a blessed relationship. 
Aquila and Priscilla worked together in 
perfect harmony in the home, at the 
loom, and for the church. 

The name Priscilla is a Roman name, 
an aristocratic name, borne by one of 
the great families of Rome. Some 
scholars think she was a Roman woman 
of good family who had fallen in love 
with this Jew, who had made his way 
to the Eternal City. Such cases were 
not unknown in the Christian era, and, 
if true, it enhances her loyalty to her 
husband. In any case Aquila was forced 
to earn his living by the labor of his 
hands and wherever he went, Priscilla, 
@ woman of superior ability and out- 
standing personality, labored by his side. 


II. Devoted to the Church 


Aquila and Priscilla were devoted to 
one another, and they were both devoted 
to the church. 

When they gave their hearts to Christ 
we do not know. Some think it was in 
Rome. Suetonius, the Roman historian, 
tells us that Claudius expelled the Jews 
from Rome because they “were in a state 
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of tumult instigated by Chrestus.” He 
did not bother to get the exact facts 
about this new religious movement 
among a despised people. He did not 
know how to spell the name of Christ; 
he thought of him as a living agitator; 
but there can be no doubt but that the 
Christian movement had reached the 
capital, and that the conflict between 
Jews and Christians was one occasion 
of the great expulsion, Since there is 
no suggestion that Priscilla and Aquila 
were converted after they reached 
Corinth, it seems likely that they had 
been numbered among the Christians in 
Rome. 


It was in Corinth that they met Paul. 
As every other rabbi, Paul had a trade 
by which he earned his living. He too 
was a tent maker. In Alexandria and 
perhaps in other cities, workers in the 
different trades had their own distinc- 
tive seats in the synagogues, If Paul 
did not meet them there he would nat- 
urally come in contact with them in that 
portion of the city reserved for their 
important trade. They would be drawn 
together not only by their trade but also 
by their common love for Christ. 


“Paul, the lonely bachelor, found rest 
and comfort in this Christian home,” 
says John R. Ewers. ‘Because of these 
good people he could work better, was 
more effective in preaching, teaching 
and writing. Together they talked, laid 
plans, prayed and rested. Every public 
man, particularly every preacher, needs 
the comfort and care of a good home. 
Denied that, he is only half a man. 
Think what this happy home must have 
meant to Paul. It was like that quiet 
home at Bethany was to the Master.’’ 
(Twentieth Century Quarterly.) Paul 
remained in Corinth longer than he had 
in any other city up to this time, and 
in spite of initial discouragements (I 
Cor, 2:1-5; Acts 18:9) he accomplished 
here the greatest and most enduring 
work of his life up to this time. We 
wonder how much of this was due to the 
aid given him by this devoted layman 
and his wife. 

Some time later Paul determined to 
go to Ephesus. He was accompanied 
by Aquila and Priscilla. Paul himself 
remained in the city for only a short 
time. But Aquila and Priscilla stayed 
on. Quietly and unobtrusively, in Paul’s 
absence, they laid the foundations on 
which he was later to build. Paul sub- 
sequently returned and remained this 
time for three years. By the end of that 
time the gospel had spread through the 
whole province of Asia, and by the end 
of the century this rich and populous 
province had become the most Christian 
part of the empire. A part of the credit 
must go to Aquila and Priscilla, whose 
home became an assembly place for the 
Christians of the city (I Cor. 16:9). 
Later we find the couple laboring for 
Christ in Rome (Romans 16:3). And 
at the time of the writing of Paul’s sec- 
ond letter to Timothy they have again 
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moved to Ephesus, sent there, it may 
be, by Paul to give aid to and to fur- 
ther the work in that city (II Tim. 
4:19). 

More than that Paul speaks of them 
as receiving and deserving the gratitude 
of all the churches of the Gentiles 
(Romans 16:4). Seemingly their labors 
were far wider and far more important 
than the brief record indicates. That is 
born out by Paul’s encomium: “My 
fellow-workers in Christ.’’ 

A brief hint indicates the extent to 
which they were ready to carry their 
serivce. ‘‘For my life,’’ says Paul, they 
“laid down their necks.’”” What exactly 
he is referring to we do not know. It 
may have been on some occasion when 
Paul’s life was threatened by the mob. 
Certainly, at some time, Aquila and 
Priscilla protected him at the risk of 
their own lives. 


lll. Tactful, as Well as Sound 


While Aquila and Priscilla were at 
Ephesus, and before Paul had returned 
to the city, a preacher of unusual gifts 
arrived from Alexandria, the second 
largest city in the Empire, and next to 
Athens its most important intellectual 
center. Apollos had the qualifications 
which a pulpit committee would like to 
find in its nominee today: “He was an 
eloquent man, well versed in the Scrip- 
tures. He had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord; and being fervent in 
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately 
the things concerning Jesus.’”’ And yet 
there was something lacking—he knew 
only the baptism of John. In other 
words he had been instructed and bap- 
tized by the disciples of John the Bap- 
tist, and while his knowledge of Jesus 
was accurate as far as it went, it was 
limited. Wherein his knowledge of the 
gospel fell short we are not told and that 
is fortunate. For otherwise we might 
conclude that if only we were informed 
on this particular point all would be 
well. As a matter of fact a failure to 
apprehend the gospel in any major point 
deprives us of spiritual power. With 
Apollos it was serious, John had said, 
‘Il baptize you with water... but he who 
is coming after me... will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” (Mt. 3:11.) 
Apollos, like John, could baptize with 
water but not with the Holy Spirit. He 
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was eloquent, fervent, and orthodox, but 
he lacked power. “But when Priscilla 
and Aquila heard him, they took him 
and expounded to him the way of God 
more accurately.” 

Here we see Aquila and Priscilla at 
their best. As Prof. W. F. Adeney 
writes: 


‘Small souled people would have been 
jealous of this self-appointed rival evan- 
gelist, and narrow-minded people would 
have denounced his heretical teaching. 
These two do neither. They are models 
for Christian teachers (and laymen) in 
a delicate situation. By friendly over- 
tures and necessarily having to exercise 
much tact, they are able to get this elo- 
quent and able teacher under their in- 
fluence, and so to lead him on to the 
fuller truth of Christ. This happy pro- 
cedure, so rarely to be met with, speaks 
volumes for the Christian temper on 
both sides. Apollos mfght so easily have 
resented interference as an imperti- 
nence; and Priscilla and Aquila might 
so easily have given him cause so to re- 
gard it by putting on airs. .. . The readi- 
ness of an eloquent preacher to confess 
the limitations of his, knowledge and 
take lessons from less popular teachers 
and the kindliness and ability of those 
teachers in giving those lessons, both 
afford admirable examples for all time.” 


The tactful way in which Priscilla 
and Aquila shared their own knowledge 
of Jesus and their own rich experience 
of his grace, wrought a mighty change 
in the ministry of Apollos. Luke points 
out in Acts 18:27-28 the increased 
power that accompanied his changed 
message (cf. also I Cor. 3:5-9). He 
became one of the most powerful min- 
isters of the early church; it was due, 
beyond doubt, chiefly, to Priscilla and 
Aquilla. It was due not only to their 
soundness in the faith, but to their 
soundness, accompanied by love. It 
would be better if our own champions 
of the truth would proceed in the same 
spirit. 


IV. Faithful to the End 


The final reference to Priscilla and 
Aquila is found in Paul’s’ second 
letter to Timothy, the last letter to 
come from his pen, written within a 
few months of his martyrdom. 


“There are not long lists of friends 
in that letter. Paul had no time for 
that. Three only are mentioned out of 
Ephesus and two of them are our 
friends, ‘Salute Prisca (a diminutive for 
Priscilla, the use of which by Paul in- 
dicates how dear she had become to 
him) and Aquila.’ Nearly ten years have 
gone by since last we saw them. We are 
glad to know that they are still united, 
best of all still loyal to Jesus. Amid the 
faltering faith of many in that time of 
abounding iniquity, they were true. 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution distinctive in 
Christian ideals. Presbyterian. Founded 
1866. Fully accredited academic work 
first two years of college. Outstanding 
departments in music and business. Ap- 
proved for veterans. Residence for wo- 
men and single men. Liberal scholarships. 
Moderate rates. Catalog P. 

John Montgomery, Pres., Statesville, N. C. 
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“We have no further reference to 
them in history, but tradition has beep 
busy with their names. There is a very 
old church on the Aventine in Rome, 
which is dedicated to Priscilla, and tradi- 
tion says it was originally ‘the church ip 
her house’. If that were so, she must 
have ended her days in the Eternal City, 
as it very likely. 

“Some have gone the length of mak- 
ing her a great authoress. One of our 
best New Testament scholars (Harnack) 
thinks she wrote the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. He gives many plausible 
reasons for his suggestion, but it is more 
likely, that, if she wrote the ‘Hebrews,’ 
she did so with the pen of Apollos. 

‘‘However true these things may be, 
one thing we may be pretty sure of, 
Priscilla would be faithful to the end, 
How she ‘laid down her neck’ at the last 
we do not know. Whether she perished 
as a martyr, facing perchance ‘the lion’s 
gory mane’ in the Coliseum, or gently 
slept away in Jesus in the quiet of that 
house that she had so often madegq 
temple of God, shall only be known when 
the Books are opened, Enough that she 
was loyal to the end, faithful unto 
death.” (W. M. Mackay: Bible Types 
of Modern Women.) 


For Further Consideration 


Priscilla worked beside her husband 
at the loom, but she did not neglect her 
home. It was a place where both could 
invite their friends, and where their 
friends delighted to come. Her hus- 
band did not allow his business, Pris- 
cilla did not allow her career or her 
home to keep them from working for 
the church. Earl L. Douglass speaks 
of the couple as “part-time volunteer 
Christian workers. They carried on 
their business during the day and doubt- 
less gave their evenings and the Sab- 
bath day to Christian service. There 
is no indication that either of them was 
unusually well-educated. We are prob- 
ably safe in assuming that they had 
had no professional training to fit them 
for church work. Yet their service was 
so distinguished in the early church that 
they stand out as two bright and shin- 
ing jewels in the crown of faith.” In 
their ability to work as members of a 
team, in their devotion to the cause, in 
their sound, yet helpful and tactful at- 
titude toward those who did not see 
eye to eye with them, in their faithful- 
ness unto the end, they have set an ex- 
ample for ail workers, professional, and 
non-professional alike. 

Wherever Aquila and Priscilla went 
their home became a center of vital re- 
ligious influence. A church in the home 
—that is the ideal for us all. The home 
must become a center from which Chris- 
tian influences radiate out into the to- 
tal life of the nation. For as Maekay 
says: “It is the church in the house 
that makes the church outside the 
house. Luther has truly said, ‘The heart 
is the center of religion.’ If the fire is 
feeble there, it is not likely to be warm 
anywhere else.” What our land needs 
today is men and women like Priscilla 
and Aquila, who, wherever they go, and 
whatever they do, will turn their house 
into a church, and bring the church into 
their home. 
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BOOK NOTES 





Bach Volume Calls Protestants 
To Two-Fold Responsibility 


Decisions of the World Assembly of 
churches ir Amsterdam will lose mean- 
ing unless the spirit of unity filters 
down to the people in the pews, in the 
opinion of Marcus Bach, professor of 
religion in the State University of Iowa, 
and author of the new book, Report to 
protestants, published August 16 by 
Bobbs-Merrill. 

Dr. Bach believes responsibility for 
strengthening Protestantism is twofold. 
In “Report to Protestants” he writes: 
“At the top, ecumenical leaders must 
plan the strategy to conquer a growing 
secularism and to bring God’s design 
into a disordered universe; on the parish 
level, the individual Protestapt must 
embark on the high adventure of an 
unlimited personal faith.’ 

“Report to Protestants” was written 
after fifteen years of study of all de- 
nominations, sects, and cults, well- 
known and little-known. During a part 
of this period Dr. Bach held a Rocke- 
feller fellowship in creative writing and 
research. Subtitled ““A Personal Inves- 
tigation of the Weakness, Need, Vision, 
and the Great Potential of Protestants 
Today,’ Dr. Bach’s) book reviews in 
full the charge that Protestantism has 
lost ground in the last fifty years. 

“Protestantism is being challenged 
from the right and from the left, “‘Dr. 
Bach writes. Many Americans are seek- 
ing God outside historic churches. Many 
Protestants are seeking self-unfoldment 
of their spiritual lives outside Protes- 
tantism. Denominationalism is caught 
in a pincers movement; we are being 
challenged by right-wing Roman Cathol- 
icism and left-wing reformers.” 

The personal religious life must come 
first in any Protestant plan to meet 
these challenges, Dr. Bach believes. He 
writes: “If the leaders of the World 
Assembly fail to challenge the individ- 
ual to demonstrate the great potential 
within himself, they will declare unity 
with their lips but retain plurality in 
their mission. The essential attribute 
of ecumenicalism rests with the man 
and woman in the pew.” 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF HU- 
MANITY, by Pitirim A. Sorokin. Beacon 
Press., Boston, Mass. 1948. 241 pages. 
$3.00. 

Any book by the Russian-born, retired 
professor of sociology at Harvard de- 
serves and will receive attention. After 
reading one or more of his former vol- 
umes, numbering between fifteen and 
twenty, we have learned to expect wis- 
dom from the pen of Sorokin (pro- 
nounced so-ROE-kin). This latest work 
is penetrating in its analysis of current 
conditions, and devastating in its ex- 
posure of the inadequacy of the means 
we have been depending on to brush war 
from the earth and to develop humanity 
in the arts of peace. If the constructive 
portion of the book measured up to its 
destructive portion, it might be wel- 
comed as an effective way out of our 
difficulties. But, alas, it is in the con- 
structive methods proposed for a change 
of men from selfishness to altruism that 
we find least reality and a naivete all the 
more surprising because it comes from 
a Harvard professor, 

It does not take any scholarship to 
say that there is something the matter 
with the world and its peoples. It does 
take scholarship and discrimination to 
point out what is the matter. And it 
takes scholarship, discrimination, and 
spiritual illumination to work out and 
propose an effective remedy. It is in 
this that the author is weakest. As the 
defects and weaknesses of our present 
system of government, economics, edu- 
cation, and religion are examined and 
analyzed and the necessity stated of 
changing from a sensate type of culture 
to an idealistic or ideational form, and 
of converting men from selfishness to 
altruism, the question ‘‘How?”’ con- 
tinually presents itself to the mind and 
remains unanswered until part six, 
“Ways of Realization of the Plan,” is 
reached. 

Three types of technique employed in 
the past by ‘‘great masters of creative 
altruism”’ are given and described with 
some detail. The first is that of Yoga, 
the second, the spiritual exercises of 
Ignatius Loyola, and the third, the 
methods of self-discipline employed by 
Francis of Assisi. I do not know any- 
thing about Yoga, and after reading 
Sorokin’s description feel that my edu- 
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cation was truly neglected by omission 
of a study of it. But what has Yoga 
ever contributed to the welfare of man- 
kind and of the peace of the world? The 
two Catholic saints mentioned might be 
greatly surprised if they knew that their 
personal religious methods were being 
hailed as potentially beneficial to all 
mankind and as a means of world peace. 

Certainly all thinking Christians will 
agree that there must be a change 
wrought in the heart of men and in the 
life of the world lest we plunge over the 
precipice to destruction. Sorokin has 
rendered service in making this fact 
startlingly clear. But, it would seem to 
this reviewer that he has added little to 
what we already know in his proposed 
methods of reconstruction. 

STUART R. OGLESBY. 
Atlanta, 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Charles E. Parrish from Huntington, 
W. Va., to Presbyterian Junior College, 
Maxton, N. C., where he will be professor 
of Bible and college chaplain. 

Albert OC. Winn from Princeton, N. J., 
to Nokesville, Va. 

W. M. Currie from Belmont, N. C., to 
922 Carr St., Greensboro, N. C. 

Howard F. Newman from Selma, N. 
C., to 416 Main St., Sanford, N. C. 

Dan E. Goldsmith from New Orleans, 
La., to First church, Texarkana, Texas. 
1018 Olive St, 

F. W. Widmer from Oakland, Fla., to 
109 E. Broadway, Louisville, Ky., where 
he will be studying at Louisville Semi- 
nary. 

R. M. Williams, Jr., from Richmond, 
Va., to Route 1, Staunton, Va. 

Chauncey R. Gleason from Whiteville, 
N. C., to 3519 N. W. Parkway, Louisville 
12, Ky. 

C. H. Maury from Houston, Texas, to 
PJC, Maxton, N. C. 

John A. Womeldorf from Richmond, 
Va., to 403 Park Ave., Princeton, W. Va., 
after a term of study at Union Seminary. 

Samuel D. McCammon, Jr., formerly 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


in Charleston, W. Va., has begun his 
work as pastor of the Fairfield church, 
Richmond, Va. 

Wm, C. Cumming, Marshall, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the Clovis, New 
Mexico, church effective Sept. 1. 

W. S. Beardshaw, formerly at Haines 
City, Fla., is now assistant pastor at the 
Lakeland, Fla., church. 

Steward H. Long, formerly at Mari- 
etta, Ga., has been installed as pastor of 
the Palmetto, Fla., church. 


HOME MISSIONS 


P. D. Patrick, Kings Mountain, N. C., 
is the new chairman of the Home Mis- 
sions Association, succeeding W. E. Har- 
rop. At the recent Montreat meeting 
Cecil H. Lang, Dallas, was elected vice- 
chairman; E, N. Rock, Louisville, secre- 
tary, and Franklin C. Talmage, Atlanta, 
and Dr. Harrop, as executive committee 
members. 


ASSEMBLY’S WORSHIP 


Third member of the Assembly’s com- 
mittee on worship, in addition to the 
moderator and stated clerk, has been 
appointed by the Assembly’s moderator, 
C. Darby Fulton. He is R. E. McClure, 
Asheville, N. C. Mr. McClure is execu- 
tive secretary of Asheville Presbytery. 
Third member for the last Assembly 
who prepared the daily orders of wor- 
ship was James I. McCord of Austin 
Seminary. 
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RADIO 


Final program in the current Pres 
terian Hour series is scheduled f 
August 29, 8:30 A. M. (EST) wh 
“Christ, the Only Answer for the Hom 
will be presented. This will be a reco 
ing which was made at Montreat duri 
the Woman’s Auxiliary Training Schog 


“The Greatest Story Ever Told,” rad 
program dramatizing the teachings 
Christ, is now being broadcast throu 
the facilities of the World Wide Bro 
casting Foundation. Shortwave bro 
casts began Sunday July 25 over th 
stations with a range of 58 foreign cou 
tries. The program, now on vacatid 
for the summer, returns Sept. 12. 
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